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Address by the President
of the Commission at the Closing Session

At the opening of this Assembly, a study of the reports from 
the National Committees enabled me to give you an outlin I 
of our working programme ; the agenda of our meetings have 
been heavy and in consequence contributions have been reduced 
to their essentials, but some fruitful discussions have been held 
to our great profit. Tj

Why is the programme so heavily loaded ? It is because 
Radio-Astronomy, a young science, grows steadily richer. A| 
consideration of the work of the past two years shows that we are 
far from saturation and that other great fundamental discoveries 
may be expected. I will mention some of the new results of 
radio-astronomy, chapter headings which will speak for themselves 
and thereby make my task easier.

At Sydney we talked of one hundred and fifty radio sources, ! 
those celestial objects which send their radio waves to the earth. 
Nowt we know at least seventeen hundred ; most of them observed 
at the Cavendish Laboratory. One of them has recently been 
identified with the brilliant supernova, which Kepler and his 
contemporaries observed in broad daylight in the early days
of Astronomy. It is the third object of this type to be identified 
with a radio source. «

The increasingly refined observations of neutral interstellar
hydrogen now enable us to determine the shape of the spiral
nebula in which we live : a complex structure is slowly being
revealed by the work in Holland and America, and symmetrically, 1
the Australian observers are filling in the outline of our island 
universe.
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first time, this hydrogen line has been observed inverted, 
n in the spectra of radio sources, thereby allowing

^^lasure their distance in terms of the depth of the line.
satellite galaxies, the Clouds of Magellan, have disclosed 
tralian colleagues the secrets of their structure and 

again by observations of the hydrogen line and its■olr Aust 
,lion- ara,'‘
3pler-FizeaU the rafli0 sources has been extended into

-- •• 1 ^ nf fhp.SP.^^^Kmectrum of the ramu ---- -^■Ftimetre wave region in the United States ; a few of these
Hr. C-» cnnri p'- have even been observed at a wavelength of
(|jstam s0111
:> cm ’ ther end of the spectrum, the galactic radiation has been 

at a wavelength of 30 m by C.S.I.R.O. The new
1  — 4- /-> n >-i Ti o V* O Q T»,ensured at a wavelength oi ov i» ^ ----------Ittgcoveries about the physics of the solar atmosphere are no less 

FTporfant : observations carried out with interferometers and 
!^o during total eclipses are in agreement and show that the 
phenomenon of a bright ring occurs at wavelengths of several 
decimetres; the diameter of this ring being smaller than thaf 

of the photospheric disk.Large instruments are unde'r construction or test; we have 
been greatly impressed by the enormous metal structures which 
have been built at Manchester in the course of constructing the 
giant radio-telescope. The large Australian aerial in the form 
of a cross, with dimensions of the order of a kilometre, is exploring 
the sky with its narrow beam, locating accurately the positions 
of the radio sources in the southern hemisphere.

The technique of receivers has benefited from the stringent 
requirements of radio astronomers : the difference in temperature 
which can now be measured with a modern radiometer is about 
one degree or even a fraction of a degree. Receivers which are 
extremely stable for several hundred hours have been studied 

Hat Leiden. It is, however, in the study of radio-source spectra 
that we found problems which remain to be solved, in particular 
(he measurement of absolute brightness or flux density.

In conclusion I must give you a summary of the work and 
recommendations of our four sub-commissions ; but first I would 

^nsk you to join me in thanking Mr. Hanbury Brown, Secretary 
of our Commission. J should also like to propose that we ask 

Hagen to accept the office of Vice-President of Commission V,
/-• r» ci f q T‘y1r



Resolutions

1. The name of Sub-Commission Vo should be changed tJ 
« Sub-Commission Vo for continuous measurements of solar raa-0
emission ».

2. Sub-Commission Yb on Terminology and Units should b 
discontinued.

3. It is proposed to establish a new Sub-Commission Yd f0 
the Standardization of Equipment and Measurement with the 
following membership :
Chairman : C. L. Seeger, Netherlands.

F. J. Kerr, Australia.
A. E. Covington, Canada.
J. L. Steinberg, France.
F. G. Smith, Great Britain.
J. L. Pawsey, International Astronomical Union.
H. Hvatum, Sweden.
H. Wallman, Sweden.
L. Owren, Norway.
F. T. Haddock. United States.

4. The Commission wishes to emphasize the importance of 
making adequate frequency allocations for radio-astronomy. It 
recommanded that both the C.G.I.R. and the National Committees 
should make and take every possible step to obtain the necessary 
reservations. It is envisaged that at least one frequency per 
octave will be required with a bandwidth of between 1 and 2 %. 
It is recommended that the National Committees should coor­
dinate their frequency allocation programmes through the medium 
of Sub-Commission Yd.

5. Referring to Resolution 2 of Commission V at the Xth General 
Assembly, the Commission wishes to emphasize again the impor­
tance of reserving internationally a frequency band around the 
spectral line of neutral hydrogen. It is recommended that a 
frequency band extending from 1400 to 1425 Mc/s should be 
reserved for observations of this line.


