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Address by the President

of the Commission at the Closing Session

Mr. President. Ladies and Gentlemen,

At the opening of this Assembly,
the National Committees enable(
of our working programme ;
been heavy and in consequenc
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to our great profit.

a study of the re
me to
the agenda o
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but some fruitful discus

Why is the programme so heavily loaded ? [t
Radio-Astronomy, a young science,
consideration of the work of the past t
far from saturation
may be expected.
radio-astronomy,
and thereby m

grows steadily richer,

and that other great fund
I' will mention some of
chapter headings which will s
ake my task easier.

At Sydney we talked of one hundred and fi
those celestial objects which
Now we know at least seventeen hundred ; most of them observed
at the Cavendish Laboratory. One of them has recently heen
identified with the brilliant supernova, which Kepler and his
contemporaries observed in broad daylight in the early days
of Astronomy. It is the third object of this type to be identified
with a radio source.

The increasingly refined observations of neutral interstellar
hydrogen now enable us to determine the shape of the spiral
nebula in which we live : g complex structure is slowly being
revealed by the work in Holland and America, and symmetrically,

the Australian observers are filling in the outline of our island
universe.
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Resolutions

1. The name of Sub-Commission Va should be changeq ‘
« Sub-Commission Va for continuous measurements of solar radj
€mission ». A

2. Sub-Commission Vb on Terminology and Units shoylq
discontinued.

3. It is proposed to establish a new Sub-Commission Vg fol
the Standardization of Equipment and Measurement with the
following membership :

Chairman : (. L. SEEGER, Netherlands.
F. J. KERr, Australia.
A. E. CovingToN, (Canada.
J. L. SteiNBERG, France.
F. G. SmrtH, Great Britain.
J. L. PawsEey, International Astronomical Union,
H. Hvaruwm, Sweden.
H. WarLLmaN, Sweden.
L. Owren, Norway.
F. T. Happock, United States.

4. The Commission wishes to emphasize the importance of
making adequate frequency allocations for radio-astronomy. It
recommanded that both the C..(..I.R. and the National Committees
should make and take every possible step to obtain the necessary
reservations. It is envisaged that at least one frequency per
octave will be required with a bandwidth of between 1 and 2 9.
It is recommended that the National Committees should coor-
dinate their frequency allocation programmes through the medium
of Sub-Commission Vd.

5. Referring to Resolution 2 of Commission V at the Xth General
Assembly, the Commission wishes to emphasize again the impor-
tance of reserving internationally a frequency band around the
spectral line of neutral hydrogen. It is recommended that a
frequency band extending from 1400 to 1425 Mc/s should be
reserved for observations of this line.
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